
5 TESTS EVERY LEADER MUST PAST 

Mark 4:16 These likewise are the ones sown on stony 

ground who, when they hear the word, immediately 

receive it with gladness;  and they have no root in 

themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, 

when tribulation or persecution arises for the word's 

sake, immediately they stumble.  Now these are the 

ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear 

the word,  and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness 

of riches, and the lust for other things entering in choke 

the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  But these are the 

ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, 

accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, 

and some a hundred." 

1. Test 1 – Passing the Tribulation Test – A Why Me 

Attitude 

Heb 10:35-39 Therefore do not cast away your 

confidence, which has great reward. For you have need 

of endurance, so that after you have done the will of 

God, you may receive the promise: “For yet a little 

while, And He who is coming will come and will not 

tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; But if 

anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” 

But we are not of those who draw back 

Heb 10:35-39 Therefore do not cast away your 

confidence, which has great reward. For you have need 

of endurance, so that after you have done the will of 

God, you may receive the promise: “For yet a little 

while, And He who is coming will come and will not 

tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; But if 

anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” 

But we are not of those who draw back 

●       This is a form of the spirit of intimidation 

●       When Jezebel manifests she will try and intimidate 

you, don’t back off and don’t retreat - If quit is still in 

you, get it out because if you allow that seed to remain 

it will produce a harvest of nothing 

Gal 6:7-10 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. 

A man reaps what he sows. Let us not become weary in 

doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up. 

 

2. Passing the Persecution Test  – People Are Never 

Your Enemy 

Eph 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 

but against principalities, against powers, against the 

rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts 

of wickedness in the heavenly places.  

●       Always ask yourself, “What am I really afraid of?” 

●      As leaders we must pass and keep passing the 

offense test 

Heb 12:14-15 Pursue peace with all people, and 

holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 

looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of 

God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause 

trouble, and by this many become defiled; 

 

3. Passing the Cares of This World Test – The Great 

Distractors 

1 Peter 5:6-8 humble yourselves under the mighty hand 

of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all 

your care upon Him, for He cares for you.  Be sober, be 

vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about 

like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 

●         Care – to divide and bind the mind, distractions, 

anxieties, burdens and worries 

●         Learn to simplify your life without many 

distractions 

●         Always ask before a purchase or a new 

commitment, can I afford this spiritually and 

emotionally? 

1 Cor 7:34-35 differences between a wife and a virgin. 

The unmarried woman cares about the things of the 

Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit. 

But she who is married cares about the things of the 

world — how she may please her husband. And this I 

say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash on 

you, but for what is proper, and that you may serve the 

Lord without distraction. 

 

4. Passing the Deception of Riches Test – Are You Happy 

Now? 

Matt 6:19-34 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal;  but lay up for yourselves treasures 



in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 

where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  The 

Lamp of the Body "The lamp of the body is the eye. If 

therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full 

of light.  But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be 

full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is 

darkness, how great is that darkness!  You Cannot Serve 

God and Riches "No one can serve two masters; for 

either he will hate the one and love the other, or else 

he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and mammon.  Do Not Worry Look at 

the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor 

gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 

Are you not of more value than they? ….. Now if God so 

clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much 

more clothe you, O you of little faith? "Therefore do not 

worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we 

drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  For after all these 

things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father 

knows that you need all these things.  But seek first the 

kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 

things shall be added to you.  Therefore do not worry 

about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own 

things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

Phil 4:11-13 I am not saying this because I am in need, 

for I have learned to be content whatever the 

circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I 

know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret 

of being content in any and every situation, whether 

well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 

1 Tim 6:6-11 But godliness with contentment is great 

gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can 

take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, 

we will be content with that. People who want to get 

rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many 

foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin 

and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with 

many griefs.   

Eccl 5:10-11 Whoever loves money never has money 

enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his 

income. 

Prov 23:4 Do not overwork to be rich; Because of your 

own understanding, cease! (Prov 21:5, Prov 28:20) 

1 Tim 6:17-19 Command those who are rich in this 

present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope 

in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in 

God, who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in 

good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In 

this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a 

firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may 

take hold of the life that is truly life. 

Heb 13:5-8 Keep your lives free from the love of money 

and be content with what you have, because God has 

said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." 

So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will 

not be afraid. What can man do to me?"  Remember 

your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. 

Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate 

their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever. 

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or anything in the 

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 

is not in him. For everything in the world — the cravings 

of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of 

what he has and does — comes not from the Father but 

from the world. The world and its desires pass away, 

but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

1 Cor 9:27  I beat my body and make it my slave so that 

after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 

disqualified for the prize. 

5. Passing the Lust Test – Overcoming Wrong Desires 

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or anything in the 

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 

is not in him. For everything in the world — the cravings 

of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of 

what he has and does — comes not from the Father but 

from the world. The world and its desires pass away, 

but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

1 Cor 9:27  I beat my body and make it my slave so that 

after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 

disqualified for the prize. 

 


